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Abstract

Scalp cooling is an intervention used to decrease the degree of chemotherapy-induced
alopecia. The objective is to determine the incidence of scalp metastases among
women with early breast cancer who received neoadjuvant or adjuvant chemotherapy.
We conducted a retrospective cohort study of women with breast carcinoma diagnosed
between June 1, 1998 and June 30, 2002. The median follow-up was 5.8 years (£1.7)
for the scalp cooling group (n = 553) and 5.4 years (+1.7) for the non-scalp cooling
group (n = 87). The incidence of scalp metastases was 1.1% (6 cases out of 553
patients) among women who used scalp cooling in the neoadjuvant or adjuvant setting
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and 1.2% also (1 case out of 87 patients) among women who did not use scalp cooling
in the neoadjuvant or adjuvant setting. The incidence of scalp metastases was low and
no case presented as an isolated site of relapse.
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